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       All of us will face hardships and disappointments at some point in our lives. They are part of the human experience. What matters, however, is
how we respond to those challenges. We can allow our frustrations to consume us, or we can choose to trust God in the midst of them, recognizing
that even difficult circumstances fall within His sovereign will and can become opportunities to please Him through our attitudes and responses.

Acts 21 provides an insightful example. Paul is beaten mercilessly by a crowd acting on false accusations. He has just returned from his third
missionary journey through Asia Minor, sharing with the Jerusalem church all that God had done through his ministry. Some of the very people
present were among those whom the Lord had graciously redeemed through Paul's ministry. Yet Paul's arrival in Jerusalem also presented a
problem. The church elders knew that his presence could fuel false accusations that he taught Jews to abandon the law, forsake the teachings of
Moses, and defile the temple. To demonstrate that these accusations were untrue, they encouraged Paul to purify himself along with several other
men.

But while Paul was in the temple, Jews from Asia—those from the very region where Paul had just ministered—recognized him and stirred up the
crowd. They accused him of teaching against the Jewish people, the law, and the temple. Their accusations were not dissimilar from those
previously brought against Stephen in Acts 6 and even against Jesus in the Gospels. Their intentions were unmistakable: they were seeking to kill
Paul (Acts 21:31). Yet, in God's providence, a Roman commander and his soldiers intervened and rescued him from the violent mob.

One of the great takeaways from this narrative is that Paul trusted in the sovereignty of God and His providential care. Paul already knew that
persecution awaited him. The Holy Spirit had warned him that “chains and afflictions” awaited him (Acts 20:23), and the prophet Agabus had given
him an even more specific warning just a few verses earlier (Acts 21:10–11). Paul was not surprised by suffering, nor was he paralyzed by it.

In fact, Paul had already made his perspective clear: “But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:24). Paul understood that his life did not ultimately belong to him. His purpose was
not to preserve his own comfort or avoid every hardship. His purpose was to finish the course and faithfully fulfill the ministry Christ had given him.

There is another important lesson here: rather than simply trying to escape difficult circumstances, look for the opportunity to glorify God in the
midst of them. Paul did not respond with a victim mentality. He did not run. He did not capitulate. And he did not simply endure the circumstances
with a stubborn attitude. Instead, he recognized that even this terrible situation could become an opportunity to advance the cause of the gospel.
Paul understood that God's providence had placed him exactly where he was, and therefore he could ask, How can Christ be exalted here? How can
the truth of the gospel be made known? How can God be glorified in this situation?
His circumstances were ugly, unjust, and painful, but his mission remained clear. He had already determined: “For I determined to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). That same purpose shaped Paul's response when circumstances became
difficult.

So, the next time you are tempted to respond poorly to the negative circumstances in your life, remember the apostle Paul. Trust in the sovereign
hand of God working through His providence. Rather than allowing hardship to consume you, look for the opportunity God has placed before you
to honor Him.

Ask yourself: How can I respond in a way that pleases Christ? How can I demonstrate His grace? How can I use this circumstance as an opportunity
to speak truth, encourage others, or point someone toward the gospel? How can God be glorified here? We may not understand why God has
permitted a particular hardship, but we can trust that He is sovereign over it. And for those who belong to Christ, He promises that He is working all
things together for our good and His purposes—to conform us more fully to the image of His Son (Romans 8:28–29). 

The hardship may not change, but by God's grace, our response can. And what looks like an obstacle is actually 
an opportunity for the glory of God. 
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Ask God to protect the
unborn, be near to our clients
and to work through our staff.

 
Sign up for the Prayer Partner

mailing (every 2 months) for
up-to-date requests & praises!

Receive alerts to pray in
real-time when an

abortion-minded client
comes into the clinics.

Text “BELLA” 
to (844) 664-3423
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(419) 636-5692

HARDSHIPS AS OPPORTUNITIES

You can give online, by mail,
by phone or in person—
every gift helps us serve

women, men, and families
with compassion and hope.
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As of October 1 , the 2026 baby bottle campaignst

has brought in

We are so thankful for the genorosity and 
excitement around this year’s campaign! 
Feel free to grab a bottle from one of our centers 
OR use your own anytime throughout the year!

Every bottle truly helps CHANGE lives. 

Given By: Jim & Margaret Huston

1 Carol Rummel

4 04 0 A N N U A LA N N U A LT H  T H  4 0 A N N U A LT H  

Given By: Jeffrey Musselman   

2 Julie Hagen Given By: Richard Nelson

3 Bev Nelson

Given By: Donald & Carol 
                Samuelson

4 Diana Horzelski

Donate any amount in honor of a special person in your life or to
remember someone who has passed to support our mission!

Sleepers – 9-24 months, Girl Onesies (No White) 9,18, 24 months, Boys Onesies (No White) 9,12, 18,24, Changing Pads, Brush/Comb, 
Thermometers, Aspirators, Bibs, Burp Clothes, Baby Shampoo, Baby Lotion, Baby Wash, Baby Wipes, Diapers 5 & 6. 

Diapers – sz newborn, 4,5,6, Wipes, Sleepers, 3-12 months, Spoons/Forks, Thermometers, Diaper ointment and cream, Combs/Brush, Baby bath
towels, Baby shampoo, Infant toys, Crib sheets, Baby hats

Diapers 4, 5 and 6 | Baby Wash | Diaper rash cream | Onesies: NB, 0-3, 3-6 | Handmade Quilts | Baby Wipes

Clothing denim pants boys & Girls 0-2T, Onesies Newborn- boys & Girls, 0-3 girls 2T boys, Sleepers boy 18 mo and 2T, Outifts long sleeve girls & 
boys all sizes, Crib sheets, Hooded towels, Outlet covers, Infant toys & board books, Infant spoon forks & dishes, Wipes, Diapers 4, 5, 6

Send via Amazon, do a Walmart delivery order 
OR drop off items to the clinics during open hours!
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Call the office at (419) 636-5692
or fill out this form

$30,809.55!

PROJECT RESPECT DIRECTOR
PROJECT RESPECT CLASSROOM FACILITATORS
SPANISH CLIENT ADVOCATES

Thank you to all our event underwriters!

(Be sure to select this box on the donation form)Change lives. Build relationships. Share hope.

Kyle and Kelly McCashen
Marilynn Ripke
Dr. David and Amy Winner
Michael and Patti Altman
Charlotte Loetz
Barb Love
Judy Nofziger
Brenda Oyer
Barbara Short
John and Cheryl Stasa
Gretchen Turnwald
Fountain City Veterinary Hospital
Midwest Community Federal Credit Union

PLEASE APPLY!!PLEASE APPLY!!PLEASE APPLY!!

Thank you for making our 40th Annual Walkathon one to remember! We’re so
grateful for everyone who walked, gave, volunteered, and celebrated with us.

Moore Industries, Inc.
Woolace Electric Corp.

St. John's Christian Church
Barber, Kaper, Stamm, McWatters, Whitlock & Maloney

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2233
Pettisville Grain Company

Sacred Heart Rosary Altar Society
Terry Henricks Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep

Farmers and Merchants Bank
Brightman Family Tree Chiropractic

Dental Health Associates
Brookview Farm Meats and BBQ

Logo This
Justin and Lindsi Rufenacht

Our 16th Annual Project Respect Golf Outing was a
wonderful day of fellowship, fun, and generous support for

the life-changing work of Project Respect.

Thank you to our photography sponsor, Brooke St. John from
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